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fPlDfNDRUM GYMNOPODUM Hágsater, sp. nov. 

Type: PANAMA: Darién: Parque Nacional del Darién Ridge between N & S branches of Río Púcuro, 
across river from old Kuna village of Tacarcuna; ca. 18 km E of Púcuro, 8°04' N 7r16' W, 600-1000 m, 

21 October 1987, B. Hammel, G. de Nevers, H. Cuadros & H. Herrera 16342. Holotype: MO! 
(1Ilustration voucher) . . 

Epidendro phyl/ocharis Rchb.f. simile sed fo lii s longis angustis et acutis, inflorescentia laterali gracili, non o mnino cum bracte is imbricati s 
tegenti, labe ll o tri lobato recedens. 

Hierba epífita, simpodia l, cespitosa, de 130 cm de alto. Raíces basales, camosas, delgadas, blancas, 0.6-2.3 mm de grosor. Tallos 
senc illos, tipo caña, te retes, delgados, rectos, 130 x 0.34-0.65 cm. Hojas ca. 35, distribuidas e n la mitad apica l del ta llo, articuladas, 
a lternas, gradualmente más pequeñas hacia el ápice; vaina tubular, finamente estriada, verrugosa, 17-42 x 3.4-6. 5 mm; lámina lanceolada, 
acuminada, subcoriácea, margen e nte ro, lige ramente revoluto, 8-18 x 0.7-2.0 cm. Bráctea espatácea ausente. Inflorescencias laterales, 
numerosas, racemosas, 1.5-2.0 cm de largo; pedúnculo terete, de lgado, corto, 6-9 mm de largo; genera lme nte desnudo, e n ocasiones 
con 3 brácteas tubu lares, im bricadas, redondeadas, de 2-3 mm de largo. Brácteas florales mucno más cortas que e l ovario; triangu lares, 
agudas, abrazadoras, 3-4 mm de largo. Flores 4-5 por racimo, sucesivas, resupinadas, blancas; sin datos de fragancia. Ovario te rete, 
delgado, no inflado, no ornamentado, 17 mm de largo. Sépalos libres, extendidos, agudos, margen e ntero, 14.5 x 3.5 mm; el dorsal 
oblanceolado, 3-nervado; los laterales oblongos, oblicuos, 5-nervados. Pétalos libres, e ntreabie rtos, linear espatulados, unguicu lados, 
ápice redondeado, l-nervados, margen entero, 13 x 1.7 mm. labelo unido a la columna, tri lobado, cordado, margen irregular eroso, 
7.2 x 8.7 mm; bicalloso, los callos, laminares, ligeramente divaricados e n e l ápice; disco provisto de tres quillas li sas, delgadas, subagudas, 
que se desvanecen antes de llegar al ápice del lóbulo med io, con un par de protuberancias esféricas diminutas y con una protuberancia 
lam inar muy corta, a liado de los ca llos; lóbulos late rales semiorbiculares, 4.2 x 5.5 mm ; lóbulo medio anchamente rhomboide, ápice 
anchamente emarginado, con un apícu lo diminuto e n e l seno, 3.0 x 3.7 mm. Columna arqueada a los 2/3 apicales, delgada en sus 2/3 
basales, 10 mm de largo. Clinandrio corto, margen entero. Antera no vista. Polinios no vistos. Rostelo apical, he ndido. lóbulos laterales 
del estigma prominentes, de 1/3 del largo de la cavidad estigmática. Nectario pe netrando la '/, del ovario, de lgado, no inflado, li so. 
Cápsula no vista . 

Epi phytic, sympod ia l, caespitose herb. Roots basal, fleshy, thin. Stem simple, cane- li ke, terete, stra ight. leaves ca . 35, di stributed 
thro ughout the apica l half of the stem, articulate, a lternate, gradua lly smaller; sheath tubu lar, minutely striated and ve rrucose; blade 
lanceolate, acuminate, margin entire, slightJy revolute, subcoriaceous. Inflorescence lateral, numerous, racemose, short,; pedunde terete, 
thin , short, usually bare, sometimes with 3 short, tubu lar, rounded, imbricating bracts. Floral bracts much shorte r than the ovary, 
triangu lar, acute. Flowers 4-5 per raceme, successive, resupinate, whi te. Ovary terete, thin. Sepals free, sp read ing,acute, margin e ntire; 
the dorsal oblanceolate, 3-velned; the laterals oblo ng, obli gue, 5-veined. Petals free, partly spread ing, linear-spathulate, unguicu late, 
apex rounded, l-ve ined, margin e ntire. lip united to the column, 3-lobed, cordate, margin irregular-e rose; bicallose, the ca l/¡ laminar, 
the apex d ivaricate; disc provlded w ith 3 smooth, lamina r keels, wh ich disappear before reaching the apex of the midlobe, with a pair 
of minute spherical bulges and a laminar bulge on each side of the ca lli ; latera llobes semiorbicula r; midlobe widely rhomboid , the apex 
wide ly emarginate and minutely ap icu late in the sinus. Column arching at the apical 2/3, thin below. Clinandrium hood short, margin 
entire. Nectary penetrating half the ovary, smooth. 

OTHER SPECIMENS: None seen. 

OISTRIBUTION ANO ECOlOGY: Known only from eastern Panama, on the border with Colombia, on the ridge of the Darie n Range , 
growing epiphytic, between 600 and 1000 m altitude. Flowering in October. 

RECOGNITION: Epidendrum gymnopodum belongs to the Alleni i Croup, Albertii Subgroup which is characte rized by the caespitose habit, 
with numerous, purple-colorecfleaves, the latera lly llattened stems with ap ical and lateral inflorescences, the ap ical one with an ancipitose 
pedunde terminating in a conduplicate spathaceous bract somewhat larger but similar to the flo ra l bracts, and one to several racemes of 
Imbricating, condupli cate, rounded, bracts which produce one flower at a time. The species is recogn ized by the long, narrow leaves, 
subsessile lateral inflorescences with a very th in and short pedunde, usually bare, but sometimes wi th sllOrt, rou nded, imbricating bracts, 
the long, narrow, spread ing tepals, and the 3-lobed lip, with an erose margin , the column lo ng, thin and arching at the ap ical 2/3 point, 
the flowers whi te. It is ver)' sim il ar florally to Epidendrum phyl/ocharis which has shorte r, wider leaves, the pedunde of the inflorescence 
completely covered by imbricating bracts, and the e ntire, cordiform, trullate-truncate, more or less hexagona l lip with an entire margin , 
the flowers white or cream tinged with pinkish bronze. Epidendrum hexagonum Hágsater & Dodson has die same general characters, but 
the plants and flowers are green and larger. Epidendrum albertii Sch ltr. Also has large flowers, but the lip is acute, e ntire. Epidendrum 
ingramii Hágsater & Carda-Cruz has acumi nate flora l bracts, and a n acu minate lip, the flowers greenish tinged with purple. Epidendrum 

brachypodum Hágsater has a sessil e ap ica l inflorescence and 
sepa ls and petals twice as wide, the sepals e lliptic, the petals 
spathulate -obtrullate with the latera l ve lns branched from the 
base. 
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Author: E. Hágsater IIlustrator: M. lópez R. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: DD. Data deficient. 

ETYMOlOGY: From the Creek YUflvo~- naked, undad, and 
lt06l0V- foot, in reference to the bare ped unde of the lateral 
inflorescence, which characte rizes this species. Most species in 
thi s Croup have the pedunde complete ly covered by 
imbricating bracts. 

Editors: E. Hágsater & lo Sánchez S. 
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